
Willcox’s favorite FUNraiser returns 
for its 10th Year!  With a tagline like 
“Come in Your Finest Ball Gown or 
Your Cleanest Overalls,” you know 
this isn’t your average fundraiser!

On November 7, 2026, Willcox 
Theater and Arts will celebrate 
the 10th edition of the Red Carpet 
Shindig, the once-a-year fundraiser 
that Shindig Committee volunteer 
Ellen Kauffman calls a FUNraiser!

From the first Shindig at the 
Elks Lodge in 2017 with a theme 
inspired by the Academy Awards, 
the goal was simple: create a 
fundraiser with all the creativity, 
entertainment, and community spirit 
that make WTA special.

Each year brings a completely new 
theme inspired by some aspect of 
WTA—movies, television, art, 
STEM, heritage, theater, music, 
and more. At the “Art Gallery” 
Shindig, local celebrities became 
famous artists and even works of 
art, including American Gothic, 
while the iconic Bob Ross served as 
host. At the STEM-themed event, 
guests put chemistry into action by 
making their own whipped cream 
for dessert.

You never quite know what will 
happen at a Shindig—and that’s part 
of the fun. As volunteer Kelly Owen 
points out, the mystery of each 

year’s theme helps make the event 
unlike other fundraisers.

There are a few traditions you can 
count on: a Red Carpet, a themed 
menu, a plated dinner served by 
local school groups (no buffet 
at a Shindig!), live and silent 
auctions, and plenty of surprises. 

“Celebrities,” ranging in age from 
10 to 90, come from the community 
and never fail to embrace their roles 
with enthusiasm.

Behind all the costumes, characters, 
food, and fun is an important 
mission.

Willcox Theater and Arts is a 
nonprofit organization providing 
arts, culture, movies, STEAM 
programs, heritage displays, 
art exhibits, live music, youth 
programs, and much more to the 
community. 

Many of the Theater’s programs 
are offered free or for only a 
nominal charge. Youth programs 
in art and STEM are no charge, 
so that every child can participate, 

regardless of a family’s ability to 
pay.  Live music concerts prices are 
kept low through grant support and 
donations. 

The Shindig’s live and silent 
auctions provide critical support 
for these programs, helping WTA 
ensure that people from 4 to 94 can 
continue to learn, create, participate, 
and be entertained.

The 2026 Shindig is November 
7 at the Elks Lodge.  Tickets are 
available at MaidRite Feeds, 
Western Bank and Willcox Theater, 
or online at willcoxtheater.com. 

Contact the Theater at 520-766-
3335 or willcoxtheater@gmail.
com  for questions or sponsor 
information.

Whether you arrive in your finest 
ball gown or your cleanest overalls, 
be ready for a night that could only 
happen at the Shindig in Willcox.

See you at the Shindig!
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The cast of the 2025 “Murder at the Shindig”



Creative Cartel 
Cartel / kär-tĕl′ / noun - group of 
parties, factions, or nations united 
in a common cause – synonyms: 
association, organization, guild. 

WTA’s Creative Cartel is for creative 
people to get together on Saturday 
mornings to be creative.  Experiment 
with a variety of art media, learn 
principles of art or enjoy open studio 
time for your own projects. 

Britt Rhoades can help with 
technique, introduce a new media 
or help critique the result.  You 
learn from the other Creative Cartel 
members and share your knowledge 
as well. 

Creative Cartel is open to adults of 
every age and is offered Saturdays at 
10 am at the Art Studio. 

No registration fee is required.
Donations are welcome. 

Extra Retro 
Rewind Sept 25

If you’re a fan of 1950s sci-fi 
movies, there’s a treat in store on 
September 25, with a Retro Rewind 
showing of THEM, the 1954 classic 
sci fi / horror film.  Watch on the big 
screen as nuclear tests in the desert 
result in the growth of gigantic 
mutant ants who menace cities in the 
American southwest while a team of 
investigators and the army search for 
a way to control their spread. 

Every Retro Rewind includes a 
trivia contest with prizes, and a 
baby popcorn is included with the 
$6 admission fee.  Retro Rewind 
shows every second Friday at 1 pm.  
Check willcoxtheater.com for future 
screenings.

 

-Rex Allen Days-
After you’ve visited the Rex Allen 
Museum and seen the parade, 
it’s time to watch the movies that 
made Rex Allen famous. 

Willcox Theater and Arts will 
show four Rex Allen movies, 
starting immediately after the 
parade on October 3 

Choose from South Pacific Trail, 
the Arizona Cowboy, Colorado 
Sundown and Silver City Bonanza 
or watch all four. 

Calendar
Events

Retro Rewind
Friday September 25

Workshops, Classes
Paint Night

Friday October 9 
Creative Cartel 
Every Saturday

Intro to Art
1st/3rd Thursdays

Jam Session
Tuesday October 6

Guitar Lesson
Monday October 7

ACE of Arts
 Wednesday October 7

Photography
Thursday Sep 24 and Oct 1

Youth
Scribble Squad 
Fridays 1:30 pm

Palette Pals 
Fridays 10 am

For More Information, 
to volunteer, for venue rental 

or a tour, contact us:
	 520-766-3335

	 willcoxtheater@gmail.com

	 willcoxtheater.com

	 willcoxtheaterandarts

	 134 N Railroad Ave, 	
	 Willcox, AZ

Trivia
A. What is the fastest animal on 
land?
B. What country has the most 
tornadoes?
C. How many bones do sharks 
have?
D. What color is the sunset on 
Mars?

A.Cheetah
B. U.S.A.
C. Zero
D.Blue

Trivia Answers


